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Dorsoduro Factory — Honda Hornet — Ducati Monster 796 — Yamaha
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“The Factory’s fully adjustable front and rear were so well set up we
didn’t want to fiddle”

“Special? Oh yes. There are little details everywhere. That sums up
the Factory - looks good, works better”

“The Aprilia has the best bits of the bikes here and some that they
don’t have. Powerful, easy to ride, by far the best suspension,
comfortable, beautifully made”

”

“The Dorsoduro was majestic. It’s the only bike that doesn’t feel like it has been built to a price

“The Dorsoduro is my favourite bike here, by a massive margin”

“No questions, no hesitations, no disagreements, the Aprilia is the best bike here.
That’s best as in best suspension, best build quality, best handling and best-equipped
and a real bike big challenger. We can also add best value for money”



Main test Naked middleweights

Making your bike corner brilliantly
What to fix « What to tweak « How to do it
NEW! DUCATL ‘1t makes you feel invincible'

MIDDLEF

% WEIGHT -
WEIGH-IN

Fierce competition in the middleweight
class has led to a surprise result—they’re
now a real alternative to big sportsbikes

-
——

ime was middleweight meant 600cc. Butunless you're tied to

race-classruleswhynot play with the definition a bit? Yamaha

have, sleeving down their FZ1 motor and fitting simplified

suspension to provide ahalfway housebetween the budget XJ6
and thelitreclass. Ducatihave been messing with capacity foryears, so
building along-stroke version of the 696 Menster camenaturally. Aprilia
ignored the middleweight sactor for along time, butanew 750cc, 90°
V-twin from parent company Piaggio opened up the market first for the
Shiver, then the supermoto-styled Dorsoduro. This year they're joinad by
the Darsoduro Factory, a tricked up version with better suspension anda
load of carbon fibre. Only Honda are sticking with what they know. The
Hornet's still an unfashionable but effective 599¢c, putting out more
power than the two bigger twins. In theory though, it should haveits
hands full with the FZ's 180cc capadity advantage.

All this activityin the traditionally staid and safe middleweight classhas
lad to an unintended consaquence - sub-1000cc nakeds rammed with
midrange goodness sweetened by handling born out of diminutivemass.
Hangon, isn't thishowperformance bikes should be?




Buying one
PRICE £7599
DEALS Aprilia has just
finished 2 0% finance
butthey
mny run finance
nd PCP plans.
Popin and ask your
local dealerwhatis
happening or look ot
http-ifuk.aprilin.com

Thetech

ENGINEThe
90-degree 780ce
V-twin runs a ‘ride by
wire' throttle with

rain. The exhaustis
stainless steel.
FRAME The
Dorsodura's chassis
s a combination of
tubular steeland
aluminium oast
sections joined
Togetherusing high-
mmanoebok.l The

mxzn.funk

finish on the steel
sections, the cast
parts are finished in
contrasting black and
the aluminsum
swingarmis silver.
SUSPENSION/
BRAKES The Factory
gets upgraded Sachs
43mm fully adjustable
inverted forks anda
fully adjustable
laterally mounted
shock. Four-piston
radial Brembo
calipers and 320mm
‘wave’ discs sit at the
frontand asin
piston caliper and
-m ' diso

cover’
OTHER HODELSThe
stock Dorsodu
mntﬁmbm has

and none of the
Factory’s carbon fibre
rk. Otherthan
this, and the grey
rather than red frame,
the bikes are identical.
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APRILIA
DORSODURO
FACTOR

Brilliant

SPEC %5

20mph 0-80: 390 Power: 80:bh Torque: {0516 Weigh: |
1606rern Rakeftras: 26 degyens/{0Bmem Fuol capacity: 17 e

Surprising.

When Isaw the Apriliamy first thought wasn't
about the gorgeous carbon fibre, or the up-spec
suspension and brakes. It was this: whyisn'tita
Street Triple?

I'dassumed any test of naked middleweights
wouldinchide the classbenchmark, sothe
supermoto-style Apriliawas on theback foot from
the gat-go. Half an hourlater Iwaswatching Kev
Smith flying the Darsoduroover ahill crest at
90mph and Iswear I could see the grin on his face
despite the black visor.

Whatisit about supermotos that makes you
want tomisbehave the moment you get on ona?
Idon't know, but Tlike it, and 1like it especially
whenit’sgot the go tobackup the show.

Afterthe others, gettingon the Apriliaisashock
bacauseit feels sormuch more purposeful, precise,

tight. Hit the first corner and the others steer
smoothly, taking up their new corner angle
withminimum fuss. The Aprilia takes the
same amount of steering effort and translatas
itintoinstantlean, tothe point wherein the
firstright/left Thad topick the bike up again
becausel'd turnedin toohard. Fortunately the
Dunlop Qualifier tyres are forgivingenough to
putupwith choppingand changingline.

I've not ridden a standard Dorsoduro, but
those whohavecriticise the suspension.
Nosuchcomplaints with the Factory's fully
adjustable front and rear whichwere so well

set-upwedidn't want to fiddle. Go toa trackday

and youmight want tostiffen things up a bit,
but on theroad there's anice compromise
between it being firm enough to give feedback,

‘What is it ahout

: and soft enough to damp out the worstof the
: bumps. And bounce over 20mph humpbacks

: withnodrama

Nowagood propartion of you won't have got

! further than the phrase ‘trackdays without

{ spluttering tea and biscuits all over your tyre
: warmers. ‘Not another bloody supermoto

! gettingin the way of my R1 round Charlies, 1
: hearyoumutter.

Actually, noit’s not another one gettingin

! your way, it'sanotherone that T besnappingat :
! your heels. If thishad clip-ons and a fairingit'd !
! beasportsbikeand it should be treated as such.
: And don't besurprised that havingblasted

! pastiton thestraight, it getsyou back on the

{ brakesinto Park and disappearsonyoufor the :
: restof thelap.

supermotos that make
you want to mishehave?’

: Fortunately youwon't have to wait long for

: your chance to get your own back, becausathe
Apriliadoeshave onebigproblem. It'sa

: supermoto so presumably Aprilia thought
everyone would overdose on adrenalin for an

{ hour orsoand then get themunchiss and head
ifora pizza. Whichispresumably why they
 thought ninelitres before reserve would do.

i That's fine for singles, but witha real enginelike
| this cnewhy would youwant tostop foe pizza?
i Sowhen the fuel light comes on after 70-odd
milesit’sjust way toosoon. As Kev S pointed

: out, you'll have toplan your route by how far

: apart thepetrol stations are. Rideit sensibly

: and youmight stvetch it to 80 or 90 miles, butif
: youreriding sensibly, why bother?

Johnnywasn't riding sensibly and helovedit:

i ‘Isarightlaugh. Thatmode switchmakesa

: differencetoo. Isetit to ‘T for Track and itmade
:italot snappier. Ummm, ‘T isfor Touring and

: 5" for Sportsis probably what you wereloaking
: for, but then maybe it was originally set to 'R’ for
: rainor, inthiscass Running In. Oh yes, this
 particular Factory turnedup with fewer thana
: hundredmiles on the clock. Amazingly, rather
: than thrashingit all of us treated it with respect
{ —itjust didn't feel right to rev the nuts off

: something this specialso early inits life.

Special? Oh yes. There arelittie details
everywhere. For example themirrorslook

! typically Italian - flat-backed, delicate,
i probably useless. Notabit of it. They're the
! dlearest here and actually show the road behind

i you, notjust your elbows. That sums up the

: Factory-locks good, worksbetter.
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APRILIA DORSODURO FACTORY

You can always make something good even better
1.Suspension : partssuch as the exhaust are tucked out ofharm's way
According to MCT the Dorsodura's forks are set too i asetof Apriliaside fairingprotectors (£102.17),a
stiffly and there's toolittle static sagwhich canlead to lutchcase protector (£51.08) and wheel spindle crash
choppyrideandlack of confidencein thefrontend. obbins (£91.94) are thesmart choice. ifyou aren't
MCT'ssolutionis to reduce the preload, fit softer vorried about branding try R&G Racing where you'll
springs and alter the oil level. nd the same level of protection for much less money.
The shock doesn'tappear tobemuch of an issue and .Cosmetics
anyway supermotosshould spend most of their time Ithough the Factory alreadyhasawide range of
with the rear out of line. Expect to pay around £220to arbon accessoriesitneedn't stop there. Apriliasellan
sart the front. www.mctsuspension.com djustable, and considerablyneater, licenceplate
2.Exhaust odder for £132.81 that boltsright on and can either
Arrow are Aprilia's official exhaust supplierandasetof : usethestockindicators or LED replacements.
titanium cans with carbon tips thatkeep thecatalyser | Aluminium mirrors toreplace theplastic OE items are
ring the tills at £695.72. Aswell asimproving the 132 .81 aside while billet aluminium brake or clutch
sound theyshould release a fewbhpin the midrange. eservair coversare £40.85 and come complete with
GPR Exhausts alsomake stainless or carbon cans for ‘Aprilia branding on thelid. Aprilia also sell billet
£660 and £769 respectively which areroadlegal and luminium brake and chutchlevers for £71.51 each
come withremovable baffles. Zard Exhaustsdoasetof : thatarebeautifullymachined forlightweight and
veryfunkyend cansfor £839.99 m varicusmaterials. : theylookgreat.
Settingup thefuelling could be anissue bacause there . Comfort
iscurrentlyno Power Commander tosuit the vavelling along distance on asupermotois akin to
Darsoduro, however, GPR sall an Extrems Multi Level eing continually batterad around the backsida by a
for £239 that plugs into the bike to adjust the fuelling,  : plank. Whilea Tory MP (or F1 supremo) may enjoy this
www.gpr-motorcycle-exhausts.couk the rest of us tend to shy away from such activities.
3.Crash protection comfort gelseat for the Dorsoduro from Apriliais
Supermotoshave a habit of biting tarmac which i wortheverypennyofits£132.81askingpriceand
meanscrashprotectionis amust. Whileexpensive  * shouldbe top of yourlist. B

Better for

SPROCKETS

Agrilia sell 46, 47 and 48-tooth
replacemant Ergal rear speockets for
the Dorsoduro for £61.18 each.
Cheaper alternatives are avaiabie if
you shop around, The bike runs 2
46-tooth rear as stock.

500

SHOCK

ASachs &by adjustable monoshock
with separate ‘piggy reservoir costs
£450.78 from Apriba, With a wide and
more responsive range of adjustrment
it should improve rear wheel grip as
well as comdort.

£1500

WHEELS

Supermotos just don't look right
unless they have wire wheels. Talcn
Engineering make wires for the SXV
supermoto but their largest rear rimis
5.5-inchas and the Dorscduro runsa
&-nchitem htoould be possble to
rrake 3 wheel to suit but they would
need to see the onginal wheels and it
will take time and cost more than the
£600 an ofi-the-shel set costs.

ADD AN AKRAPOVIC

B Stock bika (not PESyno)

5:2!;2'
S W Akrapovic can 84.5bhp

Figures suppled by Akra' importer
Performance Pants,
www_performanceparts-itd.com
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Verdict

oquestions, nohesitations,
nodisagreements. The
Apriliz's the best bike here.
That's ‘best’ asin best
suspension, best build
quality, best handling, best
braking, bestlooking and
best-equipped and areal big
bikechallenger. Usually, thatkind of verdict comes with
abigprice-related caveat butin thiscase wecanalso
add, ‘bestvalue formoney’. Infact, theonly thing you
canreallycriticiseit forisitslaughably-small tank True,
it'snot as practical as the Hornet and FZif youneed to
carryapillion orluggage, butit’s not far off.

Vying for second place, but not really direct
competitors, are the Hornet and Monster. The Hornet's
the oldest bikehere, and has gons unchanged since
2007. Proof then of just how right Honda gotitin the
firstplace. Asusual.

The Hornet manages tojuggle novice-friendly
handlingand controllablepower, yet still deliver enough
raw excitement to keep experienced hooligans happy.
Pushit reallyhard and thelimits of thebudget

suspension and sensible tyres start toshow, but for
anything up tonine-tenthsit’s stillone hell of a bike.

The Monster 796is pretty, petiteand peppy. The
bigger, lower-revvingmotor gives anice dollop of mid-
corner drive, but runs out of breath higherup the rev
range. It 'sjust ashame about theextra weight of the

ingle-sided swingarm compared with the 696's
conventional set-up. It'snotas goodin town as the
Homet or FZ, but few would denyit beats them hands
downin thelocks department.

Whichleaves the FZ deadlast. To behonest, it would
have comelastifithad been tested on its own. And that's
areal shame becanseit'snot actually a bad bike, it sjust
been spoiled by bad decisions. It would be easyenough to
sort the suspension, which would behalf thebattls, but
whycouldn't Yamahahavegotitrightin the first place?
The Homet shows thatbudget suspension doesn'thave
tobe bad suspension. The biggest problem, though, is
the price. Even if the FZ was the cheapast here, it would
still belastinlina when we're fighting for the keys befare
anide Butit'sagrand more than the Ducati, 1200 quid
more than the basic Dorsoduro and over £1600 more
than thenon-ABS Hornet. And that'sjust wrong.




